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^students. As the Vice-Chancellor of this great
attempt at national education, he was its guiding
spirit. The Vidyapith became a valuable recruiting
ground for national workers and in the recent
Civil Disobedience Movement, the heavy hand of
Government repression fell upon this institution
and it was declared illegal.
It was not, however, till the terrible earthquake
on the 15th of January, 1934 which laid a large
part of Bihar desolate, that Rajendra Prasad's
great capacity for organisation and administra-
tion were seen at their best. He was then in jail.
Repeated terms of prison life had completely
shattered his health. Caught in the grip of
chronic Asthma, his condition became so serious
that a special Medical Board appointed by the
Government, recommended his immediate release.
He had spent this time fourteen months in prison.
He was released two days after the earthquake.
Unmindful of his health he immediately proceed-
ed to organise the Bihar Central Relief Committee,
of which he was elected Chairman. The spectacle
of the leader, worn out in body and mind,
practically on the verge of death, setting aside the
stern warnings of his doctors and rushing to the
succour of the stricken people, thrilled the whole
country. An All-India Fund, named after
Bajendra Prasad was started. Officialism not to
be outdone started another fund, named after the
Viceroy. In a few weeks the Rajendra Prasad
Fund totalled twenty-eight lakhs, not to mention
the huge quantity of medical requisites, grain, ete.